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PSA – New Email Scam Targeting 
Dog Club Members

by Marsi Newman & Kim d

The scammers are at it again. A club member received 
a scam email, asking for information to process a 
payment – but they addressed it to one member, 
supposedly from another member, so it was pretty 
easy to identify.  This time! 

They are now using AI-generated language to lure 
folks into giving money. To ensure that you are not 
taken in, please verify that the email address is 
legitimate for that member. 

For your personal emails, you may receive an email 
from, say PayPal, but the sender is an individual email.  
And the recipient typically is NOT your email.  

Bottom line – never reply to these emails, never EVER 
click on any links in the email, never give any personal 
information.  Contact whatever company the email is 

supposedly from – PayPal, your bank, your credit card, 
and ask if they reached out to you for information.   

The same goes for phone calls.  If someone calls 
claiming to be from your bank and wants you to 
confirm information, hang up, then call your bank and 
ask if someone called you for information. 

I’ll bet money that the answers will all be NO.  Don’t 
let the scammers in – hang up, delete, and ignore.  But 
if you’re concerned, then contact the business 
separately. 

Google "top 10 red flags to tell you that an email (or 
phone call) is a scam" for more information. 
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Upcoming SJDTC Events  
Mark Your Calendars 

 
Nov 4  General Meeting; 7:00pm 
Nov 30  Obedience Trial – Dream Big 
Dec 2  General Meeting 7:00pm 
Dec 13  Christmas Party – Grape Festival 
 
And don’t forget to check out the Sniff and Go 
sessions at Dream Big, be sure to email 

sniffytrialsec@gmail.com and ask to be put on the 
email list for upcoming sessions.  Signups are done 
online and it’s very easy and probably one of the 
best opportunities to practice in a trial-like setting 
and each session is different.    
 

SJDTC Member Appreciation 
Luncheon    

by Marsi Newman 
 

Thank you to the members who attended the 

member appreciation luncheon. Twenty-seven 

members met on Oct. 5th at Papapavlo’s in 

Lodi.  We had a great time, and the food was 

delicious. It was a wonderful opportunity to put 

faces to names. Thank you to Julie Scopazzi for 

securing the location. 

  

 

YEAR END AWARDS 

Please be sure to send in your year-end award form by 

the deadline of 11/22/25   The plaques and plates 
will be handed out at the Christmas party on 
December 13th.   
 
I emailed the form and instructions to the club at 
the end of September – if you didn’t keep it and 
need it resent, let me know and I’ll email it to you 
directly. 
 
Any titles earned after Nov 15 will go on next year’s 
plaques.   

 

 
We need someone to take on the year-end awards 
for next year.  I will help/train whoever would like 
to continue this job and it’s not hard at all.  You do 
need to be organized.  Spreadsheets are already 
created in Excel so you don’t have to recreate the 
wheel.  This will be my last year handling this so 
please take a turn! 

 
 
Lodi Parade of Lights 

by Naomi Kennicutt 
 

Last year several of us enjoyed a fun Christmasy 

evening together with our dogs! What did we 

do?  We participated in the Lodi Parade of Lights! 

This year we would love to have more from our 

club participate! This year’s theme is Winter Nights 

and Magical Nights! 

What is the time commitment? We will meet two 
times in the parking lot across from the Gora 
Aquatic Center in Galt. The event is on Thursday, 
Dec. 4th.  Prestaging begins at 3:00.  I will let you 
know more as the time nears about the staging. 
 
 Here’s our game plan! It’s going to be a lot of fun! 
 
What is the attire?    Your dog and you need to be 
festively dressed. You can make your own dog’s 
costume or better yet, buy it from Amazon or 
Chewy. Chewy has nice quality Christmas costumes 
that are fairly inexpensive.    They want to see lots 
of lights, so battery operated lights are sewn onto 
the costume. 

 

mailto:sniffytrialsec@gmail.com
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People attire:  Simply wear a Christmasy sweater! 
Be festive!! Put on as many lights as you can! It is a 
rain or shine event so consider having a rain jacket 
or wear a transparent plastic raincoat that you can 
buy cheaply at Dollar Tree. 
 
The routine will be simple. Nothing too 
fancy    People just like seeing the dogs!!  This is a 
great time to advertise our club as well. 
 
This is what we need: 
 
    2 people that walk in the front holding our club’s 
banner 
    2 side walkers without a dog 
    As many dogs and handlers as we want!  There is 
room for you!! 
 
It is only a mile and a half long parade route. Very 
doable! 
 
Our first practice will be on November 8th at 1:00. 
The second practice will be on November 22nd at 
1:00 
 
Did I say that this is a fun way to advertise our club 
and let the community know that we hold fabulous 
dog training classes!? 
 
If you are interested, contact me at 916 296 5642 
or email me at sureshotlabradors@gmail.com Let’s 
not tie up the group chat. 
 
Annual Membership Renewal 
 
Don’t forget it’s time to submit your dues for 2026. 
Everyone needs to complete the membership form 
and submit it – even Lifetime members, as we want 
to make sure we have the correct information for 
everyone.! 
 
The form is on the last page of the newsletter for 
your convenience.  Please be sure to complete this 
before the end of the year. The due date is January 
1st, 2026  

 

Dear Miss Penny Paws 

 

 
Dear Miss Pennypaws, 
 
Sometimes I scratch my neck fiercely. I don’t know 
why – I don’t have fleas. My owner starts digging 
through my fur frantically, looking for something 
he never finds.  How can I tell him what’s going on? 
 
Signed, 
Itchy-Scratchy 
 
Dear Itchy, 
 
Your owner should first have your vet give you a 
thorough exam to rule out allergies. There are 
many types of allergies that can affect animals in all 
sorts of ways.  Scratching is one of the symptoms 
of an allergy and stopping the itching only treats 
the symptom -not the cause. Licking of the feet is a 
typical manifestation of allergies too. 
 
Hot spots (Pyo traumatic dermatitis) are a bacterial 
infection that can result from constant chewing 
and licking, and typically needs meds from our vet. 
 
Maybe you’re allergic to something in your food 
(chicken is always a prime suspect) or maybe your 
allergic to your collar.  Has your owner tried a 
different collar?  Or washed the one your wear?  
Maybe there is still soap on it from your last bath.    
There are many reasons why you’re itching, but a 
good veterinary exam would be on the top of my 
list to rule out physical problems and/or causes. 
 
Good luck, 
Miss Penny Paws 
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Health tips  

        by Doc Tailwagger  

 

SALT WATER UNSAFE 

FOR DOGS! 
 

I saw this story on one of my Facebook dog groups 
and thought it important enough to share.  I also 
shared it on FB to my page, and heard back from 
several friends that they had the same issue with 
their dogs! 

 
Dog parents, please take a minute to read this. I’m 
sharing what happened to Victory in hopes it might 
help someone else. 
 
A few days ago, we took Victory to the ocean. He 
absolutely LOVED IT. He had the best time running 

through the waves, diving into the water, chasing 
sea foam, and just living his best life. 
 
All of a sudden, he started vomiting & shaking. So 
we took him straight home.  
 
I honestly thought he had just swallowed too much 
water while playing and that it would pass. But 
then he started being lethargic, had labored 
breathing, and diarrhea. 
 
He was diagnosed with SALTWATER POISONING, 
dehydration, and colitis. He had to stay all day for 
observation and care, get a cocktail of meds 
including a steroid and antibiotic shot, and now 
he’s on a special diet until he heals. 
 
We had no idea something like this could happen 
just from a fun beach day. We didn’t know how 
DANGEROUS and POISONOUS saltwater can 
actually be for dogs! 
 
So, if you’re taking your dog to the ocean (or any 
other saltwater pool, etc.), please be extra careful. 
Even a few drinks of saltwater can be TOXIC to your 
pup! Bring plenty of fresh water, take breaks in the 
shade, and do NOT let them drink any saltwater. 
Watch closely for symptoms and trust your gut if 
something seems off. 
 
Victory is getting better, but it was a scary few 
days. I just wanted to share our experience in case 

it helps someone else avoid this.                
 

I also researched some more information on this 

and wanted to share that as well. 

 

Yes, saltwater can be toxic to dogs. Excessive 
consumption of saltwater can lead to saltwater 
poisoning (also known as salt toxicity or 
hypernatremia) in dogs. This occurs because the 
high salt content in the water disrupts the 
electrolyte balance in the dog's body, causing 
dehydration and potentially dangerous sodium 
levels in the blood.  
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Here's why saltwater is dangerous for dogs: 
• Dehydration:

Saltwater draws water out of the body, leading 
to dehydration.  

• Electrolyte Imbalance:
The high salt content disrupts the balance of 
electrolytes like sodium, which are crucial for 
various bodily functions.  

• Gastrointestinal Issues:
Saltwater can cause vomiting and diarrhea, 
further contributing to dehydration.  

• Neurological Problems:
In severe cases, saltwater poisoning can cause 
neurological symptoms like tremors, seizures, 
and even brain swelling.  

Symptoms of Saltwater Poisoning in Dogs: 

• Excessive thirst and urination: This is an
early sign as the body tries to compensate
for the imbalance.

• Lethargy and weakness: The dog may
appear tired and less energetic than
usual.

• Vomiting and diarrhea: These can lead to
further dehydration.

• Loss of appetite: Decreased interest in
food is another indicator.

• Tremors or seizures: These are signs of
neurological distress.

• Confusion or stupor: In severe cases, dogs
may appear disoriented or unresponsive.

• 

Prevention is Key: 
• Provide fresh water: Always offer your

dog fresh water when they are around
saltwater.

• Limit time in the water: Take frequent
breaks from swimming or playing in the
water.

• Monitor your dog closely: Be aware of the
symptoms of saltwater poisoning and seek
veterinary care if you suspect a problem.

If you suspect your dog has ingested too much 
saltwater, contact your veterinarian 
immediately. Prompt treatment, which often 
involves intravenous fluids to restore electrolyte 
balance, can help prevent serious complications, 
according to some veterinary blogs.  

There once was a pup named Henny, 
She was vicious and feared by many. 
She’d wrinkle her nose and pounce on your toes, 
And just when you thought you were safe… who 
knows. 

A blur of fur, a flash of teeth, 
No ankle or finger safe beneath. 
She stalks the house with silent jaws, 
A tiny T-Rex with fluffy paws. 

She chomps the toys, the socks, the chair, 
She’ll even bite the air if it’s there. 
Her eyes go wide, her tail takes flight, 
You’d better run, she’s set to bite. 

They call her cute, they call her sweet, 
But dare to move, you’ll lose your feet. 
Her victims limp from room to room, 
While she naps mid-chaos, full of doom. 

So here’s to Henny, small but tough, 
All teeth, no mercy, never enough. 
A golden blur of bite and glee, 
The sweetest shark you’ll ever see. 



Name:

Address:     City:   State: Zip:

Home Phone:    Cell Phone:

Email:

May we include the following on the private, members only section of our website?

         Email         Yes or        No    /    Address         Yes or        No   /     Phone Number        Yes or        No

Application Type: NOTE:  New members must use the New Membership Application Form

Annual Renewal  Individual $25 / Each additional family member (same household) $12.50

Lifetime Member  $0

Junior Member  $0 Junior birthdate 

If membership dues remain unpaid by the February general meeting your membership
will lapse and will be automatically terminated.  Bylaws Article I, Section 5, Part b.

The following information is voluntary and may be helpful to SJDTC

Breed(s) of dogs owned:

Number of dogs owned: Number of dogs spayed or neutered:

AKC Titles Earned:

Other dog club affiliations: 

Areas of Club Interest (Check  all that apply):

Training Committee Hospitality Agility

Teaching Classes Publicity Obedience

Trial Committee Education in Club or Rally

Tracking Committee Community Scent Work

Office or Board CGC / Trick Dog Tracking

Programs & Seminars Other 

I agree to abide by the Constitution and Bylaws of the San Joaquin Dog Training Club, Inc. and the rules of the AKC. I will do all I can 
to promote the best interests of the Club, and the legitimate sport(s) of dogs and their owners throughout the coming year.

Signed: Date:

Club Use Only: Received by:

Received (Cash or Check)  $ Check Number: Date:

ALL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORMS AND DUES 
MUST BE RECEIVED BY JANUARY 1ST

SAN JOAQUIN DOG TRAINING CLUB

Membership Renewal Form

Send completed form and check (made out to SJDTC) to: 
SJDTC, PO BOX 1464, LODI, CA 95241    

Thank you for renewing your membership.  
The success of our club depends on the 

dedication and commitment of our members.  

Thank you for being an active member of the SJDTC!

Revised 3/14/25 SJDTC Membership Renewal Form
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